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Within fifteen minutes’ drive time to recognized trail access locations, there exists an active recreational

base in excess of 700,000 bicycling participant-days and over 200,000 snowmobiling participant-days.

At 180 minutes’ drive time, the estimated participation rates increase to in excess of 45 million and 15

million, respectively.

 Recent studies suggest that trail bicyclists, on average, spend just over $41 per individual participant-

day while snowmobilers spend almost $44 per individual participant-day.

For every 100,000 non-local participant-days, local stimulus creates 50 local jobs and over $3,000,000 in

local income.

Community Development
As many people roll forward into 2021, with the anticipation of better things to come, the Sauk County

Education team continues to drive forward excellent projects that grew out of the innovation generated

from the past year. Starting the year out, Jenny gives a status update on the economic development impact

analysis of the regional trail system now known as the “Gateway to The Driftless;” a project that she has

been highly engaged in over the past several months.  Once completed, the trail will connect Middleton to

Reedsburg and include the Great Sauk State Trail.  Jenny not only coordinated engagement with her

institute Specialist, Dave Marcouiller, Professor of Resource Economics and Rural Development, but she also

facilitated partnership with Sauk and Dane County trail representatives as part of the project efforts. Jenny

co-presented the report findings at the Gateway to The Driftless board meeting and the Great Sauk State

Trail Commission. The following are a few key findings from the report:

Agriculture & Horticulture
January is a busy month for agricultural programming and Alana has been ready to start the year off with

innovative new approaches.  As an increasing number of local producers in the agriculture community are

asking for more education on marketing of agricultural products, Alana shifted her focus to offering the

“Marketing with Confidence series.”  This online series, which has two tracks, one for grain producers and one

for dairy & livestock producers, takes place through Zoom and allows individuals more flexibility to join while

still maintaining on the farm responsibilities. “Marketing with Confidence" happens weekly starting in January

and ending mid-March, with the two tracks alternating each week. This means programming will finalize prior

to the spring planting season. The program has already completed topics on cost of production and cash

flow, where the focus is on introducing a new topic in this area and how best to market these products.
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Community Collaboration Efforts
Food Pantry and Partners Coalition  As concerns regarding food security continue to be an ongoing issue state/ nationwide, this

local coalition makes ongoing efforts to provide information about access to food stable resources to area families. Through

addressing short falls in areas such as transportation, utensils/ appliances, and food banks the group works each month to circulate

area information to families in need through the partnership network.  

The Farmer Angel Network  The group's monthly education series kicked off in January with speakers from Financial Capability

Specialist, Peggy Olive, and the Farm Center regarding Financials on the Farm. The coalition is looking at spring/summer outreach

efforts and finding innovative ways to connect with area families as things begin to thaw.

Land Conservation & Agriculture  Starting in February, Alana and the Sauk County Land Resources and Environment (LRE)

Department, will offer an Absentee Landowner Webinar Series every Tuesday evening. This series will cover land leases and gaining

a better understanding of agricultural land and conservation practices. Also, giving updates on resources and programs available to

landowners and renters. In addition to this series, Alana and Justine from LRE are also looking at offering a nutrient management

refresher for the agricultural community to provide updates & resources as they work on their 2021 nutrient management plans.

Human Development & Relationships
Last year, Amanda was able to successfully transition many of her programs to online delivery as well as

open up access to new learners and partners as a result. Starting in 2021, Amanda is working locally to

expand existing programmatic outreach to new areas of the community, to return to programming in the

justice system through newly integrated technology, and to exploring new methods of marketing through

digital media to help those in the community better learn about Extension programming and resources. As

Amanda has become more skilled in working with non-English language learners, and how to support the

needs of a diverse learner audience, she increased her capacity for providing education to the diverse

cultural landscape that is Sauk County. 

An actively engaged educator on the state Fatherhood Initiative Team, Amanda, continues to engage in

the supporting research that is looking to change how parenting education is delivered in the future.

Amanda recently supported and engaged several Sauk County community members for a minority-based,

fatherhood focus group helping to inform this research work. She continues to work with a fellow educator,

and two UW Extension Specialists in writing up the research reports informing this team's work.   

FoodWIse
Nutrition, Nutrition, Nutrition! Post holidays, getting back on track with healthy eating and moving are a

challenge for everyone.  As families continue to shelter at home to stay safe for a variety of reasons

ranging from public health to the usual seasonal weather issues, Melissa is working with area schools to

help find creative ways to eat healthy and keep moving! Melissa is delivering virtual education within Sauk

County Elementary schools five days a week since January. Using the school-friendly conferencing

platform, "Google Meet" to virtually connect with classrooms and provide nutrition education, Melissa and

her virtual Bitmoji are helping kids making healthy choices. 

At the state level, the FoodWIse program set several guidelines and recommendations for providing virtual

nutrition education in order to maintain a quality of programming. These requirements include that

educators have a co-pilot for each virtual lesson. This means Melissa has been increasing her teaching

capacity and supporting lesson delivery for Area 16 by co-piloting with colleagues in both Columbia and

Dodge counties. As all in-person nutrition lessons continue conversion to a virtual delivery method, Sauk

County eligible classrooms are given 2 options when scheduling education for their classroom. 1) self-

paced/asynchronous lessons and 2) Google Meet, synchronous lessons. 
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