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Agriculture & Horticulture
Alana has been busy this month with farm visits. She was able to venture down to Spring Green and visit with
three different sites to learn more about needs and concerns for the agriculture community in the Spring
Green area. Each farm and business gave a unique perspective of what different types of agriculture are
taking place in Sauk County and what Extension can offer to help these hard working communities. Alana will
be writing about her "Agriculture Adventures". Be sure to check out our website as they will be getting
highlighted there for individuals to learn more about Sauk County agriculture. Furthermore, Alana completed
a training to be a certified Mental Health First Aid Trainer to bring this beneficial program to the agriculture
communities during this time frame of farm stress. She looks forward to bringing this training to the local
communities to increase the number of Mental Health First Aiders in Rural Wisconsin.

Human Development & Relationships
Amanda successfully completed the second session of Parent Connect, an online virtual education
opportunity for parents and caregivers focused on “social emotional learning" using the Raising Care Kids
curriculum. The program, established by Amanda alongside several area colleagues, has been working to
decrease parental isolation as well as building on parental skills in order to better help their children
become independent problem solvers. Amanda and colleagues are eager to add this fall's session of
classes to the ongoing impact report findings. Co-parenting classes are soon to wrap up for 2020.
Amanda dedicated April of 2020 to revamping the existing curriculum to make it more user friendly for
online teaching in response to COVID-19. Amanda's template is now being used as a model for the coparenting state workgroup to revise one standard online curriculum for educators across Wisconsin. This
group is hoping to have the final online materials branded by Parents Forever out of Univ. of Minnesota.
Amanda has been working with this state workgroup to continue to develop the curriculum, both as the
original editor and as the state co-parenting team facilitator.

FoodWIse
Melissa has been learning about how Bitmoji's can impact learning in her virtual classrooms. By creating
Bitmoji virtual classrooms for nutrition lessons, these interactive characters will better engage youth
learning while at home. Melissa has teamed up with six other Nutrition Educators who have also created
these futuristic classrooms to help other educators create their own Bitmoji classrooms, and avatars.
FoodWIse is currently reaching out to classroom teachers to continue scheduling nutrition lessons. As
expected some classrooms are still hesitant to schedule anything based on the unknown of the ongoing
health issues. Melissa will continue to reach out to area classrooms during the upcoming months. The
video review team that Melissa has been working on has created a library of educational videos for
FoodWIse educators to use during their virtual learning. This digital library will increase the pool of
available nutrition materials to share with schools/ partners across the state for all FoodWIse Educators.
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Community Development
Jenny was asked by Sauk and Dane County trail stakeholders to estimate the potential economic impact of
the Great Sauk State Trail once it is completed between Middleton and Reedsburg. Jenny partnered with
Extension specialists Dave Marcouiller and Matt Kures to develop the economic impact report. As part of this
effort she also interviewed businesses along the completed portions of the Great Sauk State Trail in order to
measure the impact of the trail on their businesses. Jenny is currently working to draft portions of the report
so that the findings can be shared with the Sauk County Economic Development Committee, Great Sauk
Trail Commission, and stakeholders throughout Sauk Prairie.

Community Collaboration Efforts
Food Pantry and Partners Coalition

The group continues to expand access and awareness of food

distribution sites across Sauk County to area families. Despite the USDA's expansion of the summer food
program to the end of the calendar year and the announcement of a rapid application grant (maximum
distribution amount of $50,000) for those schools who are working with community partners on projects that
extend food programming beyond the reach of the typical school day - it is still anticipated that there are
many families that are and will continue to experience significant food shortages. Some sights have seen a
drop off or decline in participants and this could be due to a number of reasons. The coalition is working
diligently to reduce access and availability issues for residents by changing location hours and times for
those families working shift hours or managing daycare/ virtual school issues. It is essential that the
community continue to help spread the message of food distribution locations and share issues and
concerns with the coalition.

The Farmer Angel Network

The network had a successful turn out at the Farm Art Dtour and expresses

gratitude to the youth groups that participated at short notice to create the artistic and beautiful corn angel
creations! The network also expresses a great deal of gratitude and thanks to the Weston FFA youth group
for its BBQ Pork Feed event on 10/17/2020. The youth raised over $2100 in sales and matching donations for
the network for all their hard work. The youth were eager to learn more about the work of the F.A.N. and in
showing support for local farm families to increase positive mental health in agri-economy.
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